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Mr. William J. Muszynski

Acting Regional Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency
26 Federal Plaza v

New York, New York 10278

Dear Mr. Muszynski:

Last week a reporter from Washington, D.C. called my office

regarding a site survey allegedly conducted by the United States

Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). I have enclosed a copy
- of this site survey for your information. -

This reporter indicated that the US EPA had conducted this survey
and that this site survey wae part of a larger report prepared
for the US EPA. : ' . - _

Upon receipt of this report I immediately forwarded it to the
Mount Kisco Village Board of Trustees who are the governing body
of our Village. They considered the site survey at their regular
public meeting of August 16, 1993. They directed me to write to
you to £ind out if.in fact this site survey is part of a US EPA
study and so how it would be that the US EPA would have this

information and not share it with the community effected by this

The Board further asked that if this is in fact the US EPA
Commission’s site survey thatmﬁll information gathered by the US
EPA regarding this site be inmfifdilately forwarded to them so that
they may properly evalua%ﬁ:.he information and inform the publie. -
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Village Manager

- JTP/pm

cc

village Board of Trustees

Alfonse M. D’Amato, United States Senator

paniel P. Moynihan, United States Senator
Hamilton Fish, Jr., United States Representative
George E. Pataki, State Senator

- Naomi Matusow, State Assemblywoman

Westchester County Department of Health
Mount Kisco Planning Board

»Richards Home Ccenter & Lumber, Inc.
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Kisco Site
Listedas
Radioactive

“Hot Spq'tf. E

By AJ. McCABE -

~ MOUNT KISCO.— A piece of
property on Kisco Avenue has been
reported to be on a
Superfund Clean Up List as at *hot
spot” containing radioactive waste.

A telephone call to Village
Manager Jobn Pierpont from a
reporter in Washinpton D.C. late Jast
week was the source of the infarma-
tion, Mr. Pierpont said during a repgu-
lar meeting of the village board
Monday might. = " --0ion o

According to State News Service
Reporter Ellen Silberman, a radioac-
tive site existy orf Kisco “Aveniié and
is on a grant list issued by the
Environmental Protection ey for
cleap-up. Ms. Silberman said she was
writing a story for the Westchester
mof the New York Times,

ing to Mr. Pierpomt’s o

The site. once housed the Canadian

Radium and Uranium Corporation.
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- But thet busmess was %

ed and demolished™ in 1968 as part of
&n “arban reaewal closing,” a spokes-
woman for Mr. Pierpont said.
A file containing the final

of the closing of the facility, with
proper approvals, was provided
the viltage to the Westchl::a Com‘:yy
Department of Health, Mr, Pj

said, after he notified them o the

report. -
County Legislator Richard Flynn,
Continued on Page A-10
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“Radioactive .

. Continged from Page A] -* )
the village’s former mayor, said he
received @ similar call from Ms.
Silberman. “It was a surprise to me,”
said Mr. Flynn, who added that he
also contacted the health department
and is bemg kept updated by its per-
sonnel daily on the sitaation there,

. . .’ ., ..’.!. - . .
- Conimittee. Hé said the Federal

“My gut feeling is that there’s not -

- a problem. I hope there’s not a probd-

_lem,” said Mr. Flynn. “There was

defmitely 3 clean-up in the late 70’s ing?” Trustee Richard Romeo said.

when they removed some soil.” .
He said the health had
"been contacted by the state

" . Department of Eanvironmental

- Conservation, which was also not
informed of the inspection by the fed-
eral government, and told “in their

- opinjon, there is no significant prob-

, lem at the site. I wouldn’t be sur-
%iudifitgouclmbﬂl of bealth,

¢ They're just annoyed that the federal

" government pever notified them ™ he

» said of county and state officials.
' “How can you write a page and
i one-half report with alarming stuff

" like that based on one visit and never -

¥ i;ggks visited thesite & October of

“*P'm miffed n6 %% tdne 1o the
village or the Mayor to mform us this
site is & ‘hot spot’,” Mayor. Richaed

.Roth said. “If tests are being con-
‘ducted and there is a problem tell us

what the problem is and we'll rectify

it, or tell us if there isn't & problem, =t

least inform us of what is going on.™
“In 1968 the closing of this facility

_Was a done deal. The question is why

in August of 1993 is this resurfac-

“We want to find out what's going
on,” Deputy Mayor Ralph Vigliotti
gaid. “We want to be i » )

A “site summary” was faxed to
Mr. Pierpont from Ms. Silberman
regarding the Kisco Avenue site, but
there was no clear identification that
the paperwork was generated from
the EPA. SR :

Doug Hertz, 2 member of the audi-
ence at Monday night’s meeting,
asked what kind of information the

 gite summary provided. Mr. , Pi

erpont
explained that while somi:c ?f the
information was ‘alarming, including
8 statement that “a release to ground

notify the cotrect people?” fumed Mr, water is suspected,” the bealth
Flynp, who chairs the County dcpaﬁm mﬂg’sc mﬁm
Legislature’s Environmental with jurisdiction over the matter.
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" Radiation report

AL " e

causes concern

in Mount Kisco "

_"3'3 rw Wl

ﬂvkathedm&uee
Staff Writer _ o e
" Radiation remaming ﬁ'o é
plant that processed radioactive
material 40 years ago could con-
taminate Mount Kisco's ground
water, says a report .that has
officials - worried about health
hazards and angry that they
weren’t informed sooner. ' '’ |
The 1-acre site off Kiseo Ave-
nue is now occupied by Richards

~w...ek o

.Home and Lumber Co. From
/1043 to 1966, it was used by the
Canadian Radmm ‘and’ Uranium

Corp. to recover uranium and

radium for the Manhattan Pro-

ject, a federal project: to build
the first atom bomb. In 1968, the
site was decontaminated and the
building on it destroyed. Since
then, it has been on a federal
watch list for potentxal radioac—
tive sites. :

Richard Calull. a spokesman
for the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, said the report
was just a preliminary study to
see if there were any health

- risks.

The site is not considered an
active harard, Cahill emphasized,
and was just one_of many. inac-
tive sites bemg revnewed by t.he
EPA.

The EPA produeed the report
from a compilation of Westches-
ter County Department of Health
and state Department ‘of Envi-
ronmental Conservatmn docu-
ments,

According to the EPA report,

inspectors went to the Mount
Kisco site on_Oct. 28 but never

- actually entered the lumberyard .

to do any testing. Their obser-

vations of the site were. mcluded
in the EPA report. :

" Local officials said yesterday
they had not been notified. about
the inspection or the existence of

the report, which was released *
. after the October inspaction. Ca-
~ hill did not know the date of the

repert’s release.
“No one ever told me about

" it,” said Mayor Richard Roth.

Westchester County Legislator
Richard. A. Flynn, a former

' taminated by

RS YU 4

ilount Knseo mayor, said that‘he ,

first heard of the report last .

week when a reporter with' a
Washmgton, +D.C.-based tiews

- perviee telephoned to qnst.lon '

lnm about it. - .

Flynn then dlscussed the
port with the county Health De-
partment and DEC. He said he

was angry that the. 1002 mspec

tion had occurred without. the
knowledge of any local officigls. .»
* “It's not surprising but’ ({s}
unforgiVable," he said.’ v e

. An on-site inspection was ‘done
in' 1988, at ‘which time soil: con-
radiation “Was
found. The levels of radiation

Vwere not determined to be a

hazard. . However, . ac-
eordmg to the EPA report, there
is still a possibility of ground and
surface water contamination,

" There was also a possibility of

contamination’ through axrbome
parucle& R
: Dr.” Paul Merges. ‘chief of the

'DEC‘s Bureau of Radiation, gaid
-yesterday that he bad inspected

the site last week and did-not
think it posed a hazard to.the
public.

. “There was some residual éon- .

tamination but not & significant

. amount,” he gaid. “You will-find

small pockets of soil that indic-
ates ‘a presence of radiation
three, four, five times the ameunnt
of background radiation. But-we
found no areas that would war-

.rent a vxolat.um of our regula
tions.”

Merges saxd that although a
potential for ground water con-
tamination existed, it was a min-
ute one. A soil sample was taken
during his visit, but the results
will not be available untit next

- month.

Frank Mamella, mannger of
Richards Home and Lumber:Co.,

said he was unaware of any in-
spections or health hazards. -

“I think years and years ago
there was somethmg ere, "but
they cleaned it up, or 1 wouldn’t
be here,” Marcella said. “] héard"
somet.hmg about it, but I dxdn't
pay it no mind.” .
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